.Twoé or more d Are Better Than One

Synergy: (n) the interaction of two or
more agents or forces so that their combined
effect is greater than the sum of their individ-
ual effects.

The 1988 centennial celebration in
the small town of Bruno, Nebraska, was an
incredible display of the power of synergy.
Seven years earlier, Herman Ostry had pur-
chased a farm, including a barn, half a mile
out of town. In 1988, when the spring flood-
ing covered the barn floor with twenty-nine
inches of water, Herman decided it was time
to move the barn to higher ground.

The $1,500 estimate from

barn weighed roughly | |
17,000 pounds. If 340 g

people carried fifty
pounds each, they could . e
simply carry the barn to™

its new location!

Mike built a grid of steel tubing
around the barn and attached handles for the
carriers. On July 30, over four thousand peo-
ple from eleven different states watched as
344 people carried the barn about 120 feet.
Three minutes later the barn was sitting on its
new foundation.

professional movers was too steep, | WO are better than one; because they have a

s o Her manos
another plan. He estimated that the
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What is the greatest gift that a Christian can possess? If you and 1
were to ask the Lord for anygf
ask? To be a great teacher, singer, or communicator would be a ||
blessing. To have an abundance of knowledge, wisdom and under-
standing would surely be a temptation. But what would be the
greatest talent or gift of all? Paul gives us three all-encompassing
gifts: faith, hope, and charity.

I Corinthians 13 was written to a church family that was remarkably blessed with gifts but
also obsessed with them. The Lord had given them gifts to be used for His service, but in-
stead they were using them to bring glory to themselves. This kind of attitude and spirit
robbed the Corinthian church of true Christianity. They had simply missed the point of the
giving of the gifts and the bigger picture. Christ had a purpose for each talent given, and
not one single part of His purpose involved glory to self.

Paul admonishes them in verses 4-8 that charity never fails, is absent of selfish desires, and
is meant to be a blessing to others. Charity is not about what we can get, but what we can
give. It is all about living for those around us and looking for opportunity to be a used as a
blessing. This is a spirit that cannot be feigned or faked. (I Peter 1:22) Our motivation for
service will shine through eventually, right or wrong.

So what is the greatest gift of all? Verse 13
states of all three gifts faith, hope, and char-
ity, ithe greatest
other gift benefits so many, keeps our ac-
tions and words in perspective, and main-
tains the spotlight on the Lord Jesus Christ.
May we possess this selfless, never-
changing attribute in our individual lives,
and may this be a true definition of all of
our church ministries and endeavors.

And now abideth
faith hope charity

these three;
but the greatest of these is charity.
~| Corinthians 13:13
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Faith and hope give wings to the soul. We often call for the wings of a do
out of our place, to be somewhere else, in order to be more happy. But {
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I love this time of year, but so often many people fight depression after the . I n today®s socieunyt,o itthe semaett "he
Hediday Blues Teen Talk

iholidayo season. Could it be that and more difficult for a Christian to great commission still applies tc

off of the everyday things that are crucial in openly share his faith. Recently pust t he same esus
. Sntain Brenda Crawford penly ) y R
II:|etbrews 13:5 . maintaining a state of contentment? Absolutely. bill was passed that outlaws anyongisciples. We cannot be silen heir faith, yet that cannot stop
€l your conversation In I Kings 18, the prophet Elijah performed some great miracles through God's from speaking against a certaimbout our faith; when faced with L .
be without covetous us. Souls still _need, the, Savior!
’ ower. One day, after a particularly amazing victory over the prophets of Baal, i i i i i / %‘l v 0
ness: and be content p y p y g y prop sinful lifestyle. Soonitmayevenb®e pposi ti on, the W garnn%t b?/ fany gaﬂs SPalkgy 08

Elijah fell into a very depressed state. He was so dis- against the law to talk about anythat we must stand fast in the faith

with such things as ye heartened that he asked God to take his life. Yet in- quietly by and watch as people go

ha\_/e: for he hath said, stead, God sent an angel to minister to him. The inter- thing that is in the Bible. So howapd not. waver. ~'I'he Chrlst|a~r3|_ by  without

I will never leave thee, ; o ; ; o ; do we then | i ve cannot tive thdeardos whatoneh' 86 dy€ala s .
esting thing is that angel did not give Elijah a miraculous - . 2 till knowing

nor forsake thee. vision, explain the Scriptures to him, or do anything a Christian? Matthew 282Bsays, may do, for the God of all creatdmMITISSION Sl 5o - e
extraordinary. In fact, he simply told Elijah to do a very 0Go ye th O — is on our sideapplies to us Savior Jesus

teach all nations, baf
tizing them in the
name of the Fathe

ordinary thing: get up and eat. By doing that, the angel helped him get his focus
off himself and back on doing the everyday, ordinary things that we are called to
do.

So to keep away from the Holiday Blues, here are a few suggestions: From and of the Son, and 0

1. Stop focusing on the depression and ask God for opportunities to serve others the Holy Ghost:

2. Keep your schedule to a minimum (you ByreEnr]qade teachlngilti;]gmtot?b can man do should be just as strong.  No

3. Remind yourself of Godés blessings. serve all things wha r y _‘f_nto afte? what adversity may come

4. Read through one of the gospels during the month of January. DeSk soever | have com|[gRWEr(jigll=lSRelo8[s]l “here  may our way, let us be ready at all
manded you: and, lo, come a day .. ' .

Make sure to take some steps to stay away from the # am with you alwagyen soon wheny times to share with someone the

y ’ faith that is found only in Jesus

Christians are commonly impris-

Psalm  118:Gust the same AScprist.  Just

Sharing Our
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not fear. what - q gospel, our love for lost souls
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Christian  hospitality | |
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Couch Potato
Diet

by Charles Marshall

My family and I recently tried one of those health plans
that involve eating vegetables and exercising, and you

would have thought we had implemented a second Span- 4,

ish I nquisition. Youbve
complaining in your life. It got so bad that my wife and
kids locked me out of the house until I promised to stop
whining and finish my broccoli.

There has to be a health plan out there that is easier to live
with, but | havenét found
revolutionary health plan that is much more family-
friendly (though perhaps not medically sound) and guaran-
tees to produce significantly less whinage:

Gain weight. T heard a story not long ago about an
overweight grocery clerk who was shot in a hold up.
Fortunately, the bull et
ple midsection. He not only survived the attack but
wound up clobbering the would-be thief. A story like
that has got to be true! If all these organs we carry
around are so important, da
them out of harmdéds way by
as possible?
Get more stress in your life. Just as a little wind
Nney¥er s themced nfakCels @r itRhiee®sath
will fortify and prolong your life. The reason modern
Americans have so many
living pampered, cushy, stress-free lives. Take a look
at the World War II generation. Those guys went
straight from high school to battling Nazis. Now
itthat 6Ynkith ebsdo, Aft &f k@ d,m
about a gajillion years. The secret of their longevity?
One word, my friends: stress, and plenty of it.
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heal

I know some might find my new health plan difficult to

1. Eat more grease. Ibelieve scientists of the future
will discover that since grease is a lubricant, it actu-
ally helps your blood slide through your veins and
arteries with great ease. Therefore the greasier the
food is, the better it is for you. Fast food is now your
familyds best friend,
asparagus. Il nstead,
way home and pick up some fried chicken. Your
familyds health depends

2. Exercise less. The phrase HAus
plain wrong. Have you noticed how everything on
the planet wears out with use? Is the human body
any different? Donodt

bodies by running around playing and exercising.
No, if you want them to be in prime shape, plant
them on the sofa and order them not to move.

swal | ow,
hear unl ess, of
guidance from the Lord is always a good idea. Getting
your health advice from a comedian? Not so much.
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on it.
. ito is

4

PASTOR
WitLIAM §. SMITH IT
B.A., ThD, M. DIV,

PhD, D.D.,D.LIT.
AND YouR
HUMBLE SERVANT

© 918 Rk Ptz

{

y bk
To Conquer

1 QHMBHOKDR
4STAANQM

Throughout the Bible we see
passages indicating behavior
that God is against. He has
| f (5 O (askbdl that we avoid behaving
; i in this way. He warns that
agalnSt It’ SO participating in certain behav-
am ! ior will bring sorrow, punish-
ment and can even lead to a
short life. We have seen this
to be true in not only our own lives, but in the lives of
many others as well. It is called the law of sowing and
reaping. This simple law says if you sow (or spread)
destructive behavior, you will reap (or receive) destruc-
tion in your life. But if you spread good behavior pat-
terns, you will receive blessings from God.

Principle #1.:

The Bible was written to tell us what is right, what is not
right, how to get right and how to stay right. (2 Timothy
3:16) | f Godbés intenti
what is not, how to get and how to stay right, then it is
our responsibility to conform each area of our lives that
is revealed to be wrong. He will help us to do this. He
gives new believers His Spirit and a hunger to be right.

) @AHSRX

on was to inform us of

This new presence and new desire
for good is what God uses to mold
our new Christian character. If we
draw a line and do not overstep
this line of behavior that is consid-
ered by God to be wrong, then He
will reveal more and more things that He would like to
change in our lives. As we continue to adopt these reve-
lations of Goddés will for
ther and farther from the original line (which is to not
indulge in our addiction). Eventually, we will find our-
Now the works of selves so far from our original
line in the sand, so to speak,
the flesh are that even when we have a bad
ma n i T dysStie thought of using or
Galatians 5:19 engaging in our addiction is
not even a remote possibility.
This is a joyous place to be.

wh at
To this end, we see that all who want to be unanimously
reformed in
Salvation first and foremost. Then they must draw a line
and say, fAlf God is against
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For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty
through God to the pulling down of strong holds.
2 Corinthians 10:4

Energaving Tips

The U.S. Department of energy says that heating and
cooling use about 56 percent of the energy consumed.
Given this, there are many ways we can reduce our use
and consequently, save money.

I Most homes can stay comfortable at about 65 to 68
degrees. For every degree you lower your thermo-
stat you could save more than
$4 per month (with natural
gas). Lower it by five degrees
could cut about $24 from you
monthly bill. (Based on aver-
age use.)

9 Setting ceiling fans to run clockwise will take the
warm air from the ceiling and push it down. Run
the fan at the lowest setting. Check to see if your
fan is reversible.

I Wearing warmer clothing, and using blankets
when lounging will make it easier to turn your
thermostat down a degree or two.

I Install a programmable thermostat that can be

adjusted to your schedule.

Clean or replace filters one a month or as needed.

=a —a

Seal up leaks around windows, doors, vents or
anywhere there is a pipe, conduit or wire coming
into the house.

their Il ives mu ¢



The preacher was wired for sound with a lapel mic, and as he

preached, he moved briskly about the platform, jerking the mic cord as

he went. Then he moved to one side, getting wound up in the cord

and nearly tripping before jerking it again. . o
After several circles and jerks, a little girl in the third pew leaned to- IS the best medicine
ward her mother and whispered,"If he gets loose, will he hurt us?"

Looking On the Bright Side @Anchors for Kids

There are two kinds of hop@ne kind is the  pegple will leave us, buit...

xEOEAOI EEIA 1A EI DA OEA® @4ULOAwafwithEuk. B fsod) wiltnBver 1dae A O
A0 TU AEOOEAAUS 10 0O) ET Bfiee nidh forake (1&ave béfiRd or fétdet) the®.! He! ©
Ol x86 4 EEO ralyliesbrt df WBpeBvheleA  E QonA 13:5
we are not sure something is \we may not always get what we want, but...
going to happen. *  God will always provide for our needs. | have

. been young, and now am old, yet have | not seen
Then there is a hope of the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread.
which the Bible speaks. This Psalm 37:25

hope is quite different. Itis a
fearless hope because we *Others may let us down, but. A kindergarten teacher was observing her classroom of children while

canAA OOOA OEAQD io ‘A?I.V tﬁ 0‘- %’Ek us ho(}joe. For | En?]w thed they drew. She would occasionally walk around to see each child's
is true and that He will do thoughts™ that | think toward you, saith the Lord, artwork. As she got to one little girl who was working diligently, she E I . t
. : thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an asked what the drawing was ccleslastes
everything He has promised. | . ) ) . L
expected end (or hope!). Jeremiah 29:11 The girl replied, "I'm drawing God." .
And we know that no matter Life here is hard sometimes, but Th h d and said, "B k h d looks like." 34
what does or does not happen, God always does - : ] , but... _ e teacher paused and said, "But no one knows what God looks like.
: We will be in heaven with Jesus some dayAnd if Without missing a beat, or looking up from her drawing, the little girl
what is best for us. . . o o . .
I go and prepare a place for you, | will come again, replied, "They will in a minute.
and receive you unto myself, that where | am, there
ye may be also. John 14:3

A Sunday School teacher asked her little children, as they were on the
way to church service, "And why is it necessary to be quiet in church?" -
One bright little girl replied, "Because people are sleeping." o tl me to

| aughdé

There is nothing wrong with hoping that we get to have
or do something we want. The problem is sometimes if

things do not go our way we are unhappy and miser> = 18 Ai AO OEEOG | AAT & O Ui 6
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Zbliﬁ' Gllgw:r:/gri’nlfl_?i:r hrc(;ge and know Him better, our hope will grow. As our hope H p P Q N Y K U GG I S S M V V
ises. we can have io 2" H 1 grows, so does our joy. When we have joy we can be a ™l R A Y L D D T 1 E N Vv s x kK |RESURRECTION
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) Helps ~lu T R E T o B O T A U H E L P |SERVANT
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sons why you ca Out I:|_: SHILOH
. T O J H I U H N A T E H H H G
have hope: People > SON
E here! L/t u w1 P V R E V W A Y E s R |TEACHER
verywhere! ) TRUTH
. Tammy Hagger . - U N 1 0 Z O A R R Q V A R R Y | ppopHET
v v O/F B s L UV R S E A Y S D D D |VINE
Amy Carmichael brought hope to the girls of Tamil Nadu, India. Over >R 0 D I s K zZ P S C D A T Z X gﬁsﬁ]{) OM
1,000 girls were rescued by Amy from slavery in the Hindu temple. Some of the 8 E H O zZz C G K Q I L T A T B I WONDERFUL
girls were given to h.er by their mothers because daughters were of no Vglue to olp B M o H z v v x i1 o1 NI K WORD
them. Some of the girls were actually purchased by Amy and the foundation she TIn 0o R L U H 0 L 1 H S P o M G
started. As her Afamilyo grew, A my ;
small village for her girls and the women of India who had become Christians. o M K I F T X P W E N I V N F
In an effort to blend with the people and respect their culture, Amy dressed in W L B V H H A G G X D R O W O

Indian clothes and dyed her skin with coffee. After a bad fall in 1931, Amy was bedridden until
her death in 1951. She served in India for 56 years without every taking a furlough. ~Names Of Jesus ~



