Barna Group Studies How Different Generations View and Use the Bible

Mosaics Busters Boomers Elders

Believe the Bible is the actual word of Go

and should be taken literally, word for wor 27 27 23 34
The Bible is not inspired by God. 25 19 22 22
Groups by Age
The Bible is view as sacred. 67 81 90 90 .
Mosaics: 1&5
Agree that the Bible is accurate in all of the
principles it teaches. 30 39 46 58 Busters: 2644

Believes the Bible has the same spiritual Boomers: 483

truths as other fAsa 56 40 40 33

Percentages based on a study conducted from-2006.
Responses gathered from 1000+ adults nationwide.

Elders: 64+

The younger generation tends to express skepticism concerning the original manuscripts of the Bible, and were less likel
to spend time reading it on their own. They also feel it has no relevance to their lives, and lean toward disagréeing that i
has everything one needs to live a meaningful life. But the good news is they showed a greater interest in gaining Bible
knowledge than the Boomer and Elder generations.
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found in Christ. Every Christian This working of

who has been saved is saved in thehe heart cannot be manufactured
same way. The same path. Theor manipulated; it must wrought
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No greater experience can be had=ach spring it is amazing to watch

in this life than when a sinner ac- hature come back to life. Forpg. 2 From Brendads
cepts the substitutionary gift of the Months, we see the barrenness

Lord Jesus Christ. In one momentthe trees, grass, and flowers. Ther pq 3
of time, all the sins of an individ- @S the snow disappears and th

ual are washed away and the Ho|ytemperature warms, sudden_ly, asi pg. 4 Family Night
Spirit of God inhabits the mortal Out of nowhere, nature springs fc

frame of flesh. Gone are the inig- lifé! This is what takes place in the
uities which separate us from g heart of man at salvation. A man

holy God, and found is the peacethat appears dead and lifeless i .

of éod. (Ps. 103:12) P found to be transformed by the P9: 6- - This-and That
working of God in the heatrt.

But the Christian life is but begin-

ning at salvation. The day of sal- It iS an amazing change that come : .
vation is but the introduction to a iNto the life of a truly converted Pg.-8  Generational Views

joy-filled, exciting life of service. Soul- Has your life been trans- of the Bible
But sadly, many Christians con- formed? Can you say that you are

RU-Principle #2

pg.5 Teen Talk

pg. 7. Anchors for Kids

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature:
old things are passed away; behold all things are
become new. 2 Corinthians 5:17
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I CAN do all : given you, seek, and ye
things through  shall find, knock, and it
Christ which : shall be opened unta

strengtheneth you. Luke 11:9

me. Phil. 4:13
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Look at the wind!" exclaimed Sue as she stood at the window. "The trees are
swaying back and forth, and some of the branches are breaking off."

"Wow! It's really blowing!" agreed Todd as he came into the room. "I've never

seen such a big wind!"

Dad joined them at the window. "You can't really see wind," he reminded them.
"You only see what it does."

"Like making that garbage can roll down the street,” remarked Sue.

The three of them watched in silence for a few minutes, then Dad said, "Jesus
compared the blowing of the wind to becoming a Christian. We can't see the
wind, and we can't see Jesus coming into somebody's life, because it's His Spirit that comes in."

"And spirits are invisible," said Todd. He looked at his sister. "That's why Sue still looks the same.
She has a turnedp nose and freckles just like before she invited Jesus into her heart at Bible Camp
last summer." He loved to tease Sue about her freckles.

Dad smiled. "We see what the wind does, though," he said, "and we also see what Jesus does. Wl
He comes into a person's life, He changes that person. A Christian wants to please the Lord and be
obedient. He tries to not do the things that displease God."

Sue nodded. "I still do bad things sometimes, but | try not to,” she said. "When | do, | feel awful, an
| ask Jesus to forgive me. Before | was saved, | didn't care much."”

"And I've noticed that you don't get as mad when | tease you," admitted Todd.

Sue slipped her hand into her father's and looked up at him. "I'm glad the wind doesn't always blow
this hard," she said.

"l am, t0o," agreed Dad. "But I'm even more glad that Jesus is always in our hearts. Even though w
can't see Him, we know He's always there to help us live as we should.”

HOW ABOUT YOU?
Does your life show that you are a Christian? Is there evidence that Jesus has come into your life?
Ask God to help you live in such a way that those around you will see what He.is doing in you.

Let your Ilqht so shine before men, that they may see our good works,
orify your Father which his in heaven. Ma

AWind Wi sdomo, September 8, 1999, ¢



Psssst

Ki ds'! Mot her 6s Da

W amém This recipe isdesigned for kids to bake Preparation:

s @1, It's incredibly easy with no mixing in- *Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (325 for glass baking dish).
$ " volved. Canned fruits are dumped into 4lave a 9 by 13nch baking pan ready.

G & baking pan, topped with cake mix, but-Pump undrainedpineapplebaking dish or pan and spread

¥ ter, and nuts, then baked. The result
something in between a cake and a cobysjng a spoon, dump globs oherrypie filling evenly on

g out evenly.

bler, and amazingly delicious. Adultstop of thepineapple

will also love this recipe.

Dump Cake

Prep time: 10 minutes
Cook time: 1 hour

Ingredients:

1 20 ounces crushed pineapple,undrained

1 21 ounce can cherry pie filling

1 18.25 ounces box yellow cake mix

2 sticks of butter or margarine

1/4/ cup chopped nuts of your choice (optional)

*Sprinkle thecake mixevenly over theherryandpineap-
plelayers.

*Cut butter into slices with a butter knife and place slices
evenly over cake mix.

*Sprinkle nutson top if you're using them.

*Bake for one hour. Use heavy oven mitts to remove the
dumpcakefrom oven or let your older helper do it.

*To serve, scoogakeout with a large spoon like a cobbler,
and dump it on a nice plate. A scoop of vanilla ice cream is
delicious with dumpake Serve warm or cold.
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Before | came to given me power over my addictio
Christ, | tried to overcome my to both drugs and alcohol. He €
addictions over and over again claimed his gladness and went
through regular attendance at to tell me that he had been sober
group meetings in society. | three weeks. He had finally gt
would spend hours upon hours his job that led to aftelours drink-
sulking in my coffee, smoking ing and had moved out of h
cigarettes, and discussing mybuddy és house (who | iked to
endless desire to drink. Sound drinking parties regularly). Realizing these were both
familiar? Wh y gabd first teps,  ehcowaged him € visit church and of-
of activity help me? fered to pick him up. He gave me the address. Unfortu-
Ephesians 5:112 nately, the young man had chosen to take up residence in
reminds us toé fAhave no famhbparomerd that was directlyhadjacenteto the pdpulan bat f
works of darkness, but rather reprove them. For it is & town. He never made it to church. Why did this man
shame even to speak of those things which are done fafil in his recovery? He made it easy for himself to do

them in secret.o Our sins of t he p aveong. tmEves if hebneverflelir g o f
To meditate and discuss them openly only gives place to his house, the constant sounds
the devil. | decided a long time ago | would rather tell of the music in the bar beneath

people what God has done for me than to tell people what
| had done to God.

him would never let the
thought of drinking leave his

Constant meditation (thinking) on our desire to mind!
fulfill a fleshly lust will ultimately lead to acting out our You see, the heart can accustom itself to sin.
desire. I f webre fort unaAracttthat anceoniodd seem teriblg snid cuaderliaply  w
seldom avoid it mentally. wrolgrcanyby cdntemplatdg i7tooroktea, become dtfag-r ¢

thinketh in his heart, so tiisveheéoPrFovemes t4: 23 o0r dathe
ingly unending desire to fulfill my desire to feed my ad-genc e, for out of it are the
diction, | needed to discipline myself to avoid talkingever searched for in lifeimportant issues of life: Love,
about it (in a desirous way) and avoid thinking about itJoy, Peace, Happiness, Friendship, Financial Fre@édom
By thinking about it, | was actually making it easy forwere always withheld from me during my times of addic-
myself to do wrong. R 0 ma rien. W8 wads4hat® Becauseshe impdtant issyes df lifey e
the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flestare given by God and He never entrusts them to those who
to fulfildl the |l usts t her edohat work hard (diligent) to keep (guard) their hearts

| saw an old friend at a local grocery store. Hefrom being hardened from the deceitfulness of sin.
had heard that | had stopped using drugs and had #Afou
religiono. I expl ai ned h ¢Rrighj2Q80§tqye Guringigngg Rpformersngnimdgekiond. IL 63z | | f e

The renewed man acts upon new principles, by new rules, with new ends, and in new company
The believer is created anew; his heart is not merely set right, but a new heart is given him. He

is the workmanship of God, created in Christ Jesus unto good works. Though the same as a ma
he is changed in his character and condugta t~t hew Henryés

Conci se Commer
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(@ . Take a Timeout for Family

Family nght ldeas

a world that is not gmetting
lies, we must be determined to take the time necessary to build relationships, spend time together and just have some fur

Letdos face it: We | ive

by Tammy Hagger

Here are a few idedsincluding a few familiar stanrtlysd to get you started.

Make Dinner Together

You have to eat anyway, so why not use the time
working together and having fun at the same time.
Assign each family member a task suitable for their
abilities, and have a gocd
time!

Family Game Night

This familiar activity
something that can easily
p pushed asidc
T) when we get busy. But it is an inex-
} ‘;" pensive and simple way to be together
; jwh|Ie doing something you enjoy. Let
W each family member choose a game
| they like, and settle in for a night of
s == fun!

= % Talent Show

Everyone is good at something. Take the time to
allow each person to showcase their abilities whether
it be through music, reading a story or poem they
have written, or perhaps they excel at baking goodies.
Whatever the case, show

And these words, which | command thee this day, shall be in thine heart, and thou shalt teach them diligently unto th

e aycohu 6arteh e a't

Family Picture & Video Night

Forget Hollywood! Pull out your home movies, pop
some popcorn and celebrate your memories together.
And remember, kids love to look at your wedding
pictures, too.

Volunteer Together

As a family, think of a way you can be a blessing to
someone else. Together you can roll up your sleeves
and work together while building family ties that
bind.

Enjoy the Great Outdoors

If you would like to try something more along the

lines of an outdoor adventure, consider visiting a
local nature center and hiking the trails often found at
these facilities. Many times entry is free, and it is a
great opportunity to

enjoy God a
Another option woulc
be to visit a loca
beach and build a sar
castle together. Whil

&,

picnic along as well.

children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way,
and when thou liest down, and when though risest up. Deuteronomy 6:6

A mother smiles as she walk by and sees her son reading the Bible to the cat. A short time later she hears a commotion ai
rushes to find her son trying to stuff the cat inteha
do not |like water, o0 the mothel

replies.

AHoney, cats

A New Commandment

While riding home from church one Sunday, Elenabd
ment s. She named seven of them. Her grandf at he
few moments in deep thought, El ena excitedly

That s Your
A ten year old, under the tutelage of a wepared Sunday school teacher, was becoming quite knowl-

WAYESIIale} cdgeabl e about the
suso6 mot her ? The

Bi bl e. Then one day she

virgin Mary, or the King James

Count the Cost

Cleanlng Of the Heatmi:’astor\]ustin LaCount TeenTAMK @

Each year around this time, homes are beingquor | dds si nf ul ways and atti
cleaned in what many call spring cleaning. Everynook o be ¢l ean once more, we mu
and cranny is scrubbed so that areas that have been nenf | uence on our | ives. The

glected for awhile can be clean once more. Cob websareot t he worl d. o

swept away from the ceiling corners, furniture is moved so Too often that is our number one downfall, for

that the carpet can be completely vacuumed, windows aige do love what the world has to offer; but if we are to
cleaned on the inside and the outside, and even the oV for Christ old things must truly be passed away, and in

and stove top are given a thorough cleaning.
The same attitude must be taken in regards to tChrISt all things must become new.

our hearts. The psal mi st Nawvid wr nt a ACraata in me
clean heart, O God; and  Although 2/3 of all teenagers say they me .
Davidodos desire was to be Ik IBhSIEas) o fth may
special care to be sure that our hair looks just right, al now all the basic teac INgs... 0 the
that our clothes are the latest fashion; but if our heartis 1~ Christian faith, 2/3 reject the existence
lean, nothi I tters. : -

clean, noting eise matters of Satan, 3/5 reject the existence of the

In the same manner that David pleaded wit s )
God to clean his heart from sir Holy Spirit, and 1/2 believe that Jesus
sinned....

we too must plead with God
forgive us of sin. Ask Him t
search and try your heart a
remove any sin that He find
No area of our heart can be ke
back from God.

A minority of born again adults (44%)
and an even smaller proportion of born
But how did our heart® again teenagers (9%) are certain of the

get dirty to begin with? The existence of absolute moral truth.
Apostl e Paul says in his iAnd
not conformed to this wor Barna Research Online wor
to creep into our hearts, our hearts are then filled with tl

Who Will Go?

According to Kevin Brosnan of Baptist World Missions (BWM) the length of deputa-
tion for their appointed missionaries has increased freBny2ars to 4 years. In
addition to this, the number of missionary candidates has not been keeping up with
the number that are resigning or retiring. Only one couple was interviewed as candi-
dates at BWMOs a fomyperdent ofth&rtmissiogaries aré aver thy
age of fifty. Six percent are under the age of thirty, and more thathivds of those are on deputation.

ee Kevinds complete article go to www. baptistwor
s |

T
f etterso, and finally AWinter20100.
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AAlso | heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall | send,
and who will go or wus?o | s ai



